
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  
 
Tonight’s Eucharist on the eve of Good Friday begins the Sacred Triduum or Three Sacred 
Days of our redemption. This is a celebration: a celebration of our Lord’s institution of the 
sacrament of his Body and Blood—but it is pervaded by the shadow of the Cross.   
 
Jesus gathered with his disciples in the context of the greatest of all events in Israel’s re-
demption: the Exodus and Passover. Yet the normal joy of such an evening was muted by 
betrayal, failure of his friends to understand what he was doing, and his own fear of what 
was to come.  
 
It was a farewell dinner in which Jesus, by washing his disciples’ feet, sought to illustrate 
one final time the character of love and ministry which is central in the life to which he calls 
us:  self-giving love to the point of dying for one’s friends.  We hear the ancient instructions 
for celebrating the Passover; Paul’s account of the institution of the Eucharist; and John’s ac-
count of the moment when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. After Holy Communion tonight, 
the liturgy will not end (it continues tomorrow, Saturday, and Sunday when it comes to its 
conclusion).  
 
In many churches, we will take the Sacrament which remains tonight and place it on the Al-
tar of Repose where it will be available for Holy Communion on Good Friday. You are invit-
ed to keep vigil there tonight in response to our Lord’s question: “Could you not watch with 
me one hour?” 
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The Word of God 
Prelude   
Pange lingua                                                                                                                               plainsong, 14th c. 
                                                                                                                                              arr. Charles Callahan 
                                                                                                                                                                   (b. 1951) 

Liturgy of the Word 
  

Celebrant +Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
All Standing 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
  
The Collect For Maundy Thursday: 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Together, let us pray. 
 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament                            Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on 
the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a house-
hold is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your loins 
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down eve-
ry firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will exe-
cute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
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This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17  (Read in unison) 
 
Dilexi, quoniam 
 

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD *  
is the death of his servants. 

14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 

 
The Epistle:            1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  
 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
  

The people stand as they are able. 
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Holy Gospel                              John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Deacon:        The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John   
People:           Glory to you, Lord Christ   
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 
supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself.  
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will under-
stand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.” Simon 
 
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you 
are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them,  
 
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that 
is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one an-
other’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very tru-
ly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 
sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”  
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People            Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon:                         The Rev. Mary P. Friel 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Santosh; for this gathering; 
and for all ministers and people.  Pray for the Church. 
 
Silence 
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I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  Pray 
for justice and peace. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
 
Silence 
I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 
 
Silence 
 
Members of the congregation may add prayers or thanksgivings. 
 
Silence 
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that we may have 
grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 
Silence 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
All kneel as they are able. The Deacon then says: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
A period of silence is observed. 
 
Celebrant and People together say: 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.   AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

The Holy Communion 
 Offertory Anthem 
 Ubi caritas                                                                                                                                               plainsong 
             Kimberly McCollum, violinist                                                                             arr. Robert Farrell 
                                                                                                                                                                   (b. 1945) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Eucharistic Prayer D 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  Fountain of life and source of all good-
ness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splen-
dor of your radiance.  Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving 
voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 
 
Sanctus              
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
  
The people stand or kneel.  
  
Then the Celebrant continues 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 
that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 
through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  Father, you loved the world so much that 
in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in  
the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right  
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 
Celebrant and People 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life 
and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 
in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, proph-
ets, apostles, and martyrs, with Paul and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. 
We praise you in union with them  
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN. 
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The Celebrant then continues 
As now, our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

Breaking of the Bread 
  

A period of silence is kept. 
  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all the pains and in-
sults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spirit-
ually into my heart. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester  
Communion Voluntary 
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                                                                               Dietrich Buxtehude 
                                                                                                                                                             (1637-1707) 
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Post Communion Prayer          
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing for Maundy Thursday 
 
The priest blesses the people, saying 
Let us bow down before the Lord. +Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your fami-
ly, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Anthem 
Beneath the Cross                                                                                                                      arr. Robert Farrell 
  Kimberly McCollum, violinist 
 

The Stripping of the Altar 
 

Silent Departure by Ministers and Congregation 
 
Holy Week Schedule 
 
Good Friday with Music 
April 2nd at 12:00pm 
 
Holy Saturday 
Blessing of the Easter Baskets:  Please join us at Our Mother of Sorrows Catholic Church at 12:00pm 
to bless your Easter basket.  A wonderful Polish/Czech custom is having Easter Baskets blessed on 
Holy Saturday. The baskets are beautifully decorated with special linens, pussy willow and flow-
ers. They are filled with symbolic food; meat, butter, (often in the shape of the Pashal lamb), dyed 
hard boiled eggs, salt, wine and something sweet. Another special dish is cwikla, a beet and horse-
radish relish.   
  
Easter Sunday 
April 4th at 10:00am in the Church,  11:30am in Donaldson Hall, this service will be available via 
Zoom.  Holy Communion will be distributed in the parking lot at 1:00pm. 

Reservations Required for both services, please call between March 29th and April 2 
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Maundy Thursday 
The disciples are gathered in the 
upper room for supper. Passover 
was beginning soon, and there was 
much work to be done. The air was 
tense – the disciples had heard ru-
mors about the authorities coming 
to arrest Jesus. They knew that any 
disruption during the Passover 
feast would not be tolerated. And 
so they ate: quietly, quickly and 
unaware that this would be the last 
time they broke bread with Jesus, 
their beloved leader. 
Jesus, of course, knew exactly what 
was about to happen. He had al-
ways known. And somewhere 
deep down in their bones, the dis-
ciples knew it, too. Whenever the 
unfiltered and uncompromising 
truth was spoken to power, power 
won. That much they learned from 
the prophets. 
And yet, Jesus cut through the ten-
sion and anxiety that filled the air 
by quietly pushing back from the 
table, removing his outer robe, fas-
tening a towel around his waist 
and bending down to wash the 
disciples’ feet. 
This unexpected and scandalous 
act defied social convention and 
placed the disciples in a precarious 
position. Not only was Jesus break-
ing with custom by washing the 
feet of those subordinate to him, 
the very act of foot washing is a 
theological sign of a far more im-
portant underlying truth. By al-
lowing their feet to be washed, the 
disciples were accepting what they 
did not deserve and what they had 
not earned: the love of Jesus. Peter 
protests, “You will never wash my 
feet.” But Jesus persists: “Unless I 
wash you, you have no share with 
me.” 
This is the place we find ourselves 
on this Maundy Thursday: caught 
between a culture that promises 

that good things come to those 
who work for it, and a Christ 
whose love is so freely given – un-
earned and undeserved – that we 
can’t help but raise a fuss. 
We say things like, “But just look 
at all of the mistakes I’ve made and 
the people I’ve hurt!” as Peter 
whispers in our hearts, “You will 
never wash my feet.” 
Or we raise our fists and proclaim, 
“God can’t love me because I don’t 
know if I love God.” 
“You will never wash my feet.” 
Or we retreat into our shame and 
lament, “God can’t love me be-
cause I don’t deserve it.” 
“You will never wash my feet.” 
The great Anglican preacher and 
theologian John Wesley was right 
when he said, “There is nothing 
more repugnant to capable, rea-
sonable people than grace.” 
And yet, this grace that Jesus gives 
comes with a mandate; or, re-
calling our Anglican heritage, 
a maundy: Jesus says, “I give you a 
new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one an-
other. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 
Jesus spoke these words to his dis-
ciples, knowing full well what 
would happen to him later that 
same night. And we hear these 
words as we embark into the dark-
ness of the Paschal Triduum, the 
holy journey through Christ’s Pas-
sion, death and resurrection. 
The disciples were given Jesus’ 
mandate to love one another as Je-
sus loves them just hours before 
one of their own would double 
cross Jesus and hand him over to 
his accusers. 
But that’s the risk of love – espe-
cially holy love. 
 

Holy love is given freely to saint 
and sinner alike; to people who 
spend their lives doing everything 
they can to share that love with the 
world, and to people who spend 
their lives doing everything they 
can to reject and dishonor it. 
And the freedom with which this 
love is given is at once its greatest 
blessing and its greatest curse, be-
cause the more we open our hearts 
to give and receive this love, the 
more vulnerable we are to betrayal 
– a crucifixion all its own. 
In his poem, “Lachrimae Aman-
tis,” the great English poet Geof-
frey Hill writes in part 
“What is there in my heart that 
you should sue so fiercely for its 
love? What kind of care brings you 
as though a stranger to my door 
through the long night and the icy 
dew seeking the heart that will not 
harbor you?” 
Tonight, as Jesus’ love is poured 
out as warm water cleansing and 
soothing tired and worn skin; as 
bread and wine is made holy food 
and drink, we come to receive 
what we have not earned and what 
we do not deserve. 
And if we will allow it, we may 
find our hearts broken open by a 
love that is stronger than our fick-
leness, stronger than our fear, and 
stronger even than the finality of 
death. 
And through the darkness, we will 
hear the Savior’s voice, full of life 
and promise: “By this, everyone 
will know that you are my disci-
ples, if you have love for one an-
other.” 

  
— The Rev. Marshall A. Jolly is priest-in-

charge of Grace Episcopal Church in Flor-

ence, Ky. He earned a B.A. in American 

Studies from Transylvania University and a 

Master’s of Divinity and certificate in Angli-

can Studies from Emory University’s Can-

dler School of Theology. 

http://www.graceepiscopalflorenceky.org/
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The mission of St. Paul’s 
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