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Minutes of St. Paul’s Vestry Meeting (via ZOOM) 

May 26, 2020     

In Attendance:  The Reverend Mary Garner, Senior Warden Mike Olson, Junior 

Warden Bob North, Treasurer Myron Richardson, Vestry Members:  Peggy Andrews, 

Sally Cooper, Mark Freestate, Alan Griffith, Dan Macari, Dan Rugg, Tracy Wilson, 

Matt Ward 

Absent:  Catherine Kirchner 

1.  Call to order:  Rev. Mary called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 
 

2. Opening Prayer:  Peggy Andrews 
 

3. Minutes of April Meeting:  The minutes were corrected and approved by       

    consensus. 
 

4. Report of Rector Mary Garner: 

 Our successful Sunday parking lot services will continue until the Bishop gives 

permission to do otherwise.  The next one will be held on May 31st.  As the 

parking lot is filled, cars along neighboring streets have access to the service 

by tuning into the radio station 87.9 fm.     

 Rev. Mary will continue the Monday through Friday email and prayer to the 

congregation during the current coronavirus crisis.  She and Vestry members 

are continuing to make phone calls to parishioners.  

 The Diocesan Pandemic Task Force and their sub-committees have completed 

their work and are currently meeting about getting the resulting information 

in its final form to be sent to the Bishop and the Chancellor for approval and 

then on to the Standing Committee.  Plans are for release to parishes on or 

before May 31st. 

 There will probably be no Sunday service on June 7th.  Hopefully, the 

necessary work and preparations for resuming services inside St. Paul’s will be 

in place by June 14th.  Participating ushers will need to make an appointment 

with Mary for specific training.  According to the Fire Marshall, our sanctuary 

size will allow us to employ the necessary distancing protocols.  Specific 

guidelines for resuming services and church meetings, as prescribed by our 
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Diocese, the CDC, the Governor and Queen Anne’s County Health Department 

will be followed.  Parishioners will have to make individual decisions about 

their personal safety under pandemic conditions. 

 Beginning June 1st, the bells at St. Paul’s will be rung at 7 p.m. every night to 

show appreciation and gratitude and honor for our health care workers.  

Families and individuals are encouraged to let Michele know if they want to 

participate.  

 Plans for our Intern to begin at St. Paul’s are not in place yet. 

 

5. Report of Senior Warden Mike Olson: 

 Discussion was held about changing the beginning date of Rev. Mary’s church 

sponsored health insurance to July 1st, rather than June 1st.   

 Rev. Mary’s wedding will be held outdoors on June 28th.  It has been 

suggested that Vestry members serve as ushers.  Members should let Mary 

and Mike know if they are able to participate.   

 An update from the Sustaining Our Legacy Task Force was given.  Hopefully, 

members will be able to attend the June Vestry Meeting with an update on 

the work they have been doing.  They are currently learning about “Invite, 

Welcome and Connect”, an Episcopalian approach to evangelism and will be 

attending a “Digital Gathering” on June 10th.   

 

   6. Report of Junior Warden Bob North: 

 Plans are to pave Church Lane in early June before Commerce St. and Liberty 

St. are done.  Dates TBD. 

 The red doors leading out from the side of the building to Church Lane were 

repaired in May and replacing the hardware will be done to finish the job. 

 For our approach to getting funding through the Shore River Grant program, 

we will be attending an information seminar in August.  Specifically, we will be 

focusing on the Rain Garden and a drainage path for the brick sidewalk 

leading around to the front of the church. In the next newsletter there will be 

an article which describes Sally Clark as the designated point person for the 

Rain Garden.   
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 Limitations will be involved in any future workdays due to the current 

pandemic issues.  Meanwhile, if anyone wants to deal with something 

specific, it should be brought to Bob’s attention. 

 

  7.  Report of Treasurer Myron Richardson: 

 We are currently in good financial shape. In April we were within $300 of 

budget.  

 The loan of $27,200 under the Paycheck Protection Program will be used for 

payroll and utilities for the eight weeks between April 22nd and June 22nd. 

 Pledged gifts are on budget. However, non-pledged gifts are below budget.  

Myron is not concerned about this year.  However, he is aware that next year 

may bring some issues as people try to work through financial issues due to 

COVID-19. 

 Camp Wright is having financial difficulties.  Myron suggested that we might 

consider offering some funding support as they attempt to survive their 

current financial difficulties during this health crisis. It was suggested that 

Myron write something for the parish newsletter about the situation, possibly 

setting up a funding process for donations to the cause. Parish giving by text is 

now possible through e-giving and is encouraged.  Michelle will be sharing the 

information about this process. 

 Questions were asked about the possible extra need for food and money 

which usually comes out of the Discretionary Fund.  Haven Ministries is having 

some financial issues, but our backpack program is continuing to carry on with 

distributions. 

   

 8.  Old Business: 

 Research on the future Church Membership Directory is ongoing. Matt Ward 

reported that the Parish Survey will be distributed by the first of September. 

 Allan Griffith reported that the church history brochure is still being 

constructed and probably will not be ready until the end of the summer. 

 

 9. New Business: 

 The next Vestry Meeting will be held on June 23 via ZOOM at 7:00 pm. 
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 Rev. Mary complimented the Vestry on how we have been working through 

the necessary changes during this health crisis, especially by keeping in touch 

with parish members.  

 Sr. Warden Mike Olson complimented Rev. Mary on her creative hard work 

and caring adaptability during these times and Vestry members heartily 

agreed.    

 

 

 

Early Evening Prayers                                                Adjourned at 4:58 pm 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


