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 Minutes of St. Paul’s Vestry Meeting  

 October 26, 2021  

 

 

In Attendance:  The Reverend Mary Friel, Senior Warden Mike Olson, Junior Warden 

Bob North, Treasurer Diane Freestate, Vestry Members: Peggy Andrews, Sharon 

Burak, Mark Freestate, Elsie Gerdom, Alan Griffith, Carol Lorditch, Dan Macari 

Absent:  Vestry Members Catherine Kirchner and Matt Ward 

1. Call to order:  Rev. Mary called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 

2. Opening Prayer:  Alan Griffith.   

 Dan Macari will be responsible for the November prayer. 

 Sharon Burak will be responsible for the December prayer. 
 

3. Bible Study and Discussion: Mark 10:32-52; 11:1-11.   

 

4. Minutes of Sept. 28th meeting: Approved by consensus. 

  

5.  Report of Rector Rev. Mary Friel:   

 Covid worship protocols will continue to be followed. 

 A partial outreach allocation of the Pupke Gift Fund was proposed and 

discussed. Three events in which the public will be invited will be planned: 

First, during Black History Month in February, Chris Pupke will give a sermon 

on the black history of this parish. Second, an event will take place at Kennard 

Elementary School on Feb. 6th. The cost to use the location is $2-300.00. Chris 

will give a talk on the Colored Regiment. Visiting the museum and catered 

refreshments will follow. Third, Thomas Beard will present a shortened 

educational version of Porgy and Bess with soloists for $3000.00 which will 

take place in St. Paul’s sanctuary. A specific name which defines the three 
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events is under consideration. The proposal is to use $5000.00 from the 

unrestricted $20,000.00 Pupke gift fund to pay for the Kennard School and 

Thomas Beard events and the advertising for the three events. The proposal 

was agreed by consensus.  

 “Our Calling as Vestry Members” was read together and discussed. This 

document was affirmed by this current vestry and will be placed in the next 

Parish News. 

 The Richardson Room is completed and will be dedicated on Nov. 3rd at 

10:45 a.m. It will be followed by the regular Wednesday service from 11 to 

11:30 a.m.  

 St. Paul’s was invited by Interfaith Partners in the Chesapeake (IPC) to host a 

special program for the public on Sunday, Nov. 21st from 2-4 pm. Weather 

permitting, it will be held outdoors or in Donaldson Hall. A Native American 

and some members of the Lenape tribe will be attending. The IPC event will 

be followed by the Centreville Ecumenical Thanksgiving service in our 

sanctuary.  

 

6. Report of Senior Warden Mike Olson: 

 The Nomination Process for Vestry members and Convention Delegates was 

explained according to the requirements of the by-laws. The nominating 

committee (David Cooper, Peggy Andrews, Dan Macari and Matt Ward) in the 

completion of their report has submitted the following candidates:  Chrissy 

Aull, Laura Bittinger, and Julie Eaton. The Convention Delegates are Bob 

Ozinga, Bob North, Coleman Sellers, and Sharon North as the alternate. Mike 

will ask the Vestry candidates to be presented to the Parish with a paragraph 

about themselves in the November newsletter.  

 Our live streaming has continued to improve. It has been recommended that 

St. Paul’s publicize the live streaming of our services so that we can get more 

people looking in. For the next three months for a special rate of $300.00, we 

will have a brief ad in the Bay Times/Record Observer. It has been suggested 

that in addition to the skills and dedication of our team (Jack Gottschalk, Bob 
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Ozinga, Coleman Sellers, Tracy Wilson, and Matt Ward), a “Technology 

Director” be hired for 5-10 hours per week to oversee the preparation for 

streaming each week and to manage our website.  An anonymous donation 

will cover the costs so no additional funding will be needed.  Mike is inquiring 

at Chesapeake Community College for a candidate.   

 The recent Vestry e-vote for the Pardoe Tree Service requires a confirmation.  

Carol Lorditch moved and Bob North seconded.  By consensus, affirmation of 

the vote passed.   

 The Stef Scaggiari Piano Concert was a huge success. 

  

7. Report of Junior Warden Bob North: 

 The elevator repairs are finished. 

 Most of the cabinets have been replaced and new cabinetry has been 

installed.  A new dishwasher, sink and microwave have also been installed. 

The electrical and plumbing work has been completed. The QAC Fire Marshall 

Division Asst. Chief determined that the stove is safe after a very limited 

examination.  However, Mark Callahan determined the stove to be unsafe as 

noncompliant with NFPA standards due to the absence of necessary safety 

cut-off valves in the oven. Donors have committed to fund removal of the 

stove, to purchase and to install a new stove.  Estimated cost is $5-6,000.00.  

Vestry approval is needed to proceed with the purchase and contacted 

donors to assign the selection process to Junior Warden and the Property 

Committee Chair. Mark Freestate moved and Carol Lorditch seconded 

approval. Motion passed.  Articles in the weekly update and monthly 

newsletter will inform the Parish.  

 Bob reported on the status of the property and grounds projects.  Trimming 

the trees around the parking lot and cutting some encroaching ivy will be 

completed soon.  The heaters in the attic have been replaced and the 

thermostats will be installed tomorrow.  The other heaters will be surveyed 

and added to the semi-annual inspection list.  Cost to be determined.   
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   8.  Report of Treasurer Diane Freestate.   

 The September Financials which were previously emailed to the Vestry were 

reviewed.   

 Diane reported some highlights of the recent Finance Committee. The 

Committee looks at a proposed budget and presents it in January to be voted 

upon by the Vestry.  Ex-Officio members of this committee are the Clergy, Sr. 

Warden, and the Treasurer.  Other current members are Chairman Ned Aull, 

Alan Griffith, Catherine Kirchner, Bob North and Myron Richardson.  The 

committee decided to set a new precedent of replacing one member per 

year. Since Catherine Kirchner is moving, Ned and Rev. Mary will ask a new 

person to take her place.     

9. Old Business 

 Peggy Andrews gave an update on the new Church Directory project.  The 
two-day picture taking process was successful.  Currently, we are waiting to 
hear from the company about the form in which they wish to receive 
additional digital photos from us.  The directories and pictures should be in 
our hands by mid-December.  

 Alan Griffith discussed Pastor Luc, who has spoken to our Parish in the past.  
He is currently in the difficult, dangerous situation in Haiti.  His name will be 
put on our prayer list. 

 Elsie Gerdom reported on an incident with one of the homeless men who was 
present at our coffee hour and occupied the bathroom in Donaldson Hall for a 
long time.  Rev. Mary gave some suggestions about how to approach him in 
the future. 
 

10. New Business   

 The next Vestry meeting is at 5:00 pm, Tuesday November 23, 2021. The 
December Vestry meeting will be held at the Rectory at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 
December 21st. 

 
Early Evening Prayer                                             Adjourned at 6:25 pm. 


