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A Prayer for Marriage 
 

As spring unfolds the dream of the earth, 
May you bring each other’s flowers to birth. 

 
As the ocean finds calm in view of land, 

May you love the gaze of each other’s mind. 
 

As the wind arises free and wild, 
May nothing negative control your lives. 

 
As kindly as moonlight might search the dark, 
So gentle may you be when light grows scarce. 

 
As surprised as the silence that music opens, 

May your words for each other be touched with reverence. 
 

As warmly as the air draws in the light, 
May you welcome each other’s every gift. 

 
As elegant as dream absorbing the night, 

May sleep find you clear of anger and hurt. 
 

As twilight harvests all the day’s color, 
May love bring you home to each other. 

 
from To Bless the Space Between Us 

By John O’Donahue 
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Announcements from the Rector 
 
Welcome to St. Paul’s! We are delighted that you are here 
this morning. Please remember to wear your mask and 
comply with social distancing requirements. Just a few 
words to help things go smoothly. Please be sure your 
family group is seated six feet away from others. After 
getting your refreshments, please remain in your seats for 
the reception. Our ushers are wearing turquoise ball caps 
and will be happy to help you. Restrooms are located on 
the main level of the Parish House near the elevator and 
also down the hall towards the church and on your right. 
Another restroom is located on the upper level to the left 
of the elevator. 
 
Holy Eucharist will be the first meal John and I share as a married couple. All are wel-
come to join with us and receive Holy Communion. Ushers will direct you. To receive 
the Sacrament, cup your hands and a container with consecrated grape juice and a 
host will be placed in your hands. Though this is not the usual Episcopal practice, the 
Bishop has approved it for an outdoor wedding during the covid 19 pandemic. Please 
return to your seat, and remove your mask. Peel back the lid to remove the host. The 
empty containers should be placed in the blue containers AFTER the service is com-
pleted. 

 
Please do not take photographs during the service. We want 
you to be fully present for this happy occasion. Please be sure 
to silence your cell phones. Please hold any display of congrat-
ulation (clapping, etc.) until the service is over. 
 
Lastly, we remember and seek the blessing of all those we love 
who have gone before us in the faith especially Frank Putnick, 
Mary and James Friel, Mary Friel, Jimmy Friel and Judith Friel. 
 
 
 

Thank you for being with us on this special day! 
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Prelude 
Te Deum                                                                                                                       Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
Gabriel’s Oboe                                                                                                                                     Silvio Caroli 

 

The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 
 
Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining to-
gether of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony. The bond and covenant of marriage was es-
tablished by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence 
and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. It signifies to us the mystery of the union between 
Christ and his Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all people. 
 
The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for 
the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for 
the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore mar-
riage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance 
with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.  
 
Into this holy union John Joseph Friel and Mary Putnick Garner now come to be joined.  If any of 
you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now; or else for ever hold 
your peace. 
 
Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married 
I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any reason 
why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God’s Word, you do now 
confess it. 
 
The Declaration of Consent 
 
The Celebrant says to the woman 
Mary, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will 
you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, 
be faithful to him as long as you both shall live? 
 
The Woman answers 
I will. 
 
The Celebrant says to the man 
John, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will 
you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; 
and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live? 
 
The Man answers 
I will.  
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The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying 
Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in their 
marriage? 
People:    We will. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Collect for Marriage 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you. 

  

Celebrant Together, let us pray.  

 

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us male and female in your image: Look mercifully 
upon this man and this woman who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them with your 
grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and vows 
they make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament          Song of Solomon 2:10-13; 8:6-7 
  
A Reading from the Song of Solomon. 
 
My beloved speaks and says to me: 
"Arise, my love, my fair one, 

and come away; 
for now the winter is past, 

the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear on the earth; 

the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtledove 

is heard in our land. 
The fig tree puts forth its figs, 

and the vines are in blossom; 
they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away. 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm; 

for love is strong as death, 
passion fierce as the grave. 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 
a raging flame. 

Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can floods drown it. 
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If one offered for love 
all the wealth of his house, 
it would be utterly scorned. 

 
Reader       The Word of the Lord.  
People      Thanks be to God. 
 
The Epistle                       Colossians 3:12-17 
  
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians. 

 
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, for-
give each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe your-
selves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in 
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, 
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
Reader        The Word of the Lord.  
People       Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel                                      Matthew 5:1-10 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came  to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Sermon                                                        The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray 
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The Marriage               
 
The Man, facing the woman and taking her right hand in his, says 
In the Name of God, I, John, take you, Mary, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day for-
ward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, un-
til we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow. 
 
Then they loose their hands, and the Woman, still facing the man, takes his right hand in hers, and says 
In the Name of God, I, Mary, take you, John, to be my husband, to have and to hold from this day 
forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, 
until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow. 
They loose their hands. 
 
The Priest may ask God’s blessing on a ring or rings as follows 
Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which this man and this woman have bound 
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other’s hand and says 
Mary, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor 
you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other’s hand and says 
John, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor 
you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of husband and wife and says 
Now that John and Mary have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of 
hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, I pronounce that they are husband and wife, in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Those whom God has joined together let 
no one put asunder. 
People   Amen. 
 
The Prayers           
 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with 
favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon this 
man and this woman whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen. 
 
Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the other 
a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. Amen. 
 
Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they 
may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen. 
 
Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to seek 
each other’s forgiveness and yours. Amen. 
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Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that unity may over-
come estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair. Amen. 
 
Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and concern for 
others. Amen. 
 
Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened 
and their loyalties confirmed. Amen. 
 
Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united one to anoth-
er, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in 
perfect unity, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing of the Marriage 
 

The people remain standing. The husband and wife kneel, and the Priest says  
Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come among 
us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life. We thank 
you, also, for consecrating the union of man and woman in his Name. By the power of your Holy 
Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon this man and this woman. Defend them from 
every enemy.  Lead them into all peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a 
mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in 
their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their 
life and in their death.  Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast for 
ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully 
with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that you may 
faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Please be seated for the anthem 
 

Holy Communion 
  

Offertory Anthem 
Arise, My Love, My Fair One                                                              Don Dicie 
    Jacob Ward, soloist 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing 
  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
  
The Celebrant offers our thanks to God for the created order, and for God’s self-revelation to the human race in  
history. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
   
Sanctus and Benedictus                                       BCP 362 
   
Celebrant and People together  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  
The celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
  
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrat-
ed. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Ho-
ly Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him.  
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Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constan-
cy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
  
Fraction Anthem           
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
            
The Celebrant says: 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died and rose for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  
Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all the pains and in-
sults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spirit-
ually into my heart. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 
  

Communion Music  
Fairest Lord Jesus                                                                             arr. Martin How 
  Maya McGrory and Grace McCreary, soloists 
Prayer                                                                                                                               Engelbert Humperdinck 
  Laura Kaufmann and Caroline Hazuda, soloists 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
The People join in saying this prayer 
Post-communion Prayer 
 O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give you thanks for binding us to-
gether in these holy mysteries of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that by your 
Holy Spirit, John and Mary, now joined in Holy Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live 
in fidelity and peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the sake of Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing  

 
Dismissal 
  
Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
  
Postlude 
Postlude: Wedding March                                                                                                        Felix Mendelssohn 
   Robert Couto, trumpet 

Special thanks to:  

 

Linda Carroll and the Episcopal Church Women 

Jack Gottshalk, our Sound Engineer 

Wye River Upper School for loaning us their sound equipment 

All the parishioners who volunteered their time and talents! 
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Celebrant 
The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray 

 
Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Patricia Drost-Kuhns 
 

Witnesses 
Madeline Garner 

Adele Garner 
Deborah Vornbrock 

Cindy Huffaker 
 

Lector 
Bob Ozinga 

 
Organist 

Julia Morris-Myers 
 

Trumpeter 
Robert Couto 

 
Soloists 

Laura Kaufmann 
Caroline Hazuda 

Jacob Ward 
Maya McGrory 

Grace McCreary 
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